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TRANSPORTATION CODE
TITLE 7. VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC
SUBTITLE A, CERTIFICATES OF TITLE AND REGISTRATION OF VEHICLES
CHAPTER 502. REGISTRATION OF VEHICLES
SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec. 502.001. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter:
(1) "All-terrain wvehicle" means a motor vehicle that is:
{(A) equipped with a seat or seats for the use of:
{i) the rider; and
{ii) a passenger, if the motor vehicle is designed
by the manufacturer to transport a passenger;
(B} designed to propel itself with three or more tires
in contact with the ground;
{C) designed by the manufacturer for off-highway use;
{D) not designed by the manufacturer primarily for
farming or lawn care; and
(E) not more than 50 inches wide.

{2) "Apportioned license plate" means a license plate issued
in lieu-of a truck license plate or combination license plate to a
motor carrier in this state who proportionally registers a vehicle
owned or leased by the carrier in one or more other states,

(3) "Board" means the board of the Texas Department of Motor
Vehicles,

(4) "Combination license plate" means a license plate issued
for a truck or truck-tractor that is used or intended to be used in
combination with a semitrailer that has a gross weight of more than
6,000 pounds.

(5) "Combined gross weight" means the empty weight of the
truck-tractor or commercial motor vehicle combined with the empty
weight of the heaviest semitrailer used or to be used in combination
with the truck-tractor or commercial motor vehicle plus the heaviest
net load to be carried on the combination during the registration

year.
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(17) "PForestry vehicle" means a vehicle designed and used
exclusively for transporting forest products in their natural state,
including logs, debarked logs, untreated ties, stave bolts, plywood
bolts, pulpwcocod billets, wood chips, stumps, sawdust, moss, bark, and
wood shavings, and property used in production of those products.

(18) "Golf cart" means a motor vehicle designed by the

manufacturer primarily for use on a golf course.

{19) "Gross vehicle weight" has the meaning assigned by
Section 541.401.

(20) T"Implements of husbandry" has the meaning assigned by
Section 541.201.

(21) "Light truck" has the meaning assigned by Section
541.201.

(22) "Moped" has the meaning assigned by Section 541.201.

{23) "Motor bus" includes every vehicle used tc transport

persons on the public highways for compensation, other than:
(A)Y a vehicle operated by muscular power; or
{B) a municipal bus.
"Motorcycle" has the meaning assigned by Section

(24)
5E21.001 or B41.2G1, as applicable.
(25) "Motor vehicle" means a vehicle that is self-propelled.

(2¢) "Motorized mobility device" has the meaning assigned by
Section 542.009,.
{27) YMunicipal bus" includes every vehicle, other than a

passenger car, used to transport persons for compensation exclusively
within the limits of a municipality or a suburban addition to the
municipality.

(28) "Net carrying capacity" means the heaviest net load
that is able to be carried on a vehicle, but not less than the
manufacturer's rated carrying capacity,

(29} "0il well servicing, cleanout, or drilling machinery™:

(A) has the meaning assigned by Section 623.149; ox
(B} means a mobile crane:

(i} that is an unladen, self-propelled vehicle
constructed as a machine and used solely to raise, shift, or lower
heavy weights by means of a projecting, swinging mast with an engine
for power on a chassis permanently constructed or assembled for that

purpose; and
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(1i1) for which the owner has secured a permit from
the department under Section 623.142,

(30) "Operate temporarily on the highways" means to travel

between:

(a) different farms;

(B) a place of supply or storage and a farm; or

{C) an owner's farm and the place at which the owner's
farm produce is prepared for market or is marketed.

(31) "Owner" means a person who:

(A) holds the legal title of a vehicle;
(B} has the legal right of possession of a wvehicle; or
(C) has the legal right of control of a wvehicle.

(32) "Passenger car" has the meaning assigned by Section
541.201,

(33) "Power sweeper" means an implement, with or without
motive power, designed for the removal by a broom, vacuum, or
regenerative air system of debris, dirt, gravel, litter, or sand from
asphaltic concrete or cement concrete surfaces, including surfaces of
parking lots, roads, streets, highways, and warehouse floors. The term
includes a vehicle on which the implement is permanently mounted if
the vehicle is used only as a power sweeper.

(34} YPrivate bus" means a bus that:

{A) 1s not operated for hire; and
(B) 1s not a municipal bus or a motor bus.
(35) "Public highway" includes a road, street, way,
thoroughfare, or bridge:
(A} that is in this state;
(B) that is for the use of vehicles;
{C) that is not privately owned or contreclled; and
(D) over which the state has legislative Jjurisdiction
under its police power.

(36) "Public property"” means property owned or leased by
this state or a political subdivision of this state.

{37) "Recreational off-highway wvehicle" means a motor
vehicle that is:

{A) equipped with a seat or seats for the use of:
{i) the rider; and
{ii) a passenger or passengers, 1f the wvehicle is

designed by the manufacturer to transport a passenger or passengers;
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TRANSPORTATION CODE
TITLE 7. VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC
SUBTITLE C. RULES OF THE ROAD
CHAPTER 551. OPERATION OF BICYCLES, MOPEDS, AND PLAY VEHICLES
SUBCHAPTER A, APPLICATION OF CHAPTER

Sec. 551.001. PERSONS AFFECTED. Except as provided by
Subchapter C, this chapter applies only to a person operating a
bicycle on:

(1) a highway; or
(2} a path set aside for the exclusive operation of

bicycles.

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995, Amended
by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1318, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

Sec. 551.002. MOPED AND ELECTRIC BICYCLE INCLUDED. A provision
of this subtitle applicable to a bicycle also applies to:
(1) a moped, other than a provision that by its nature
cannot apply to a moped; and
(2) an electric bicycle, other than a provision that by its

nature cannot apply to an electric bicycle.

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995. Amended
by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1085, Sec. 9, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

SUBCHAPTER B. REGULATION OF OPERATICN

Sec. 551.101. RIGHTS AND DUTIES. {a} A person operating a
bicycle has the rights and duties applicable to a driver operating a
vehicle under this subtitle, unless:

(1) a provision of this chapter alters a right or duty; or
(2) a right or duty applicable to a driver operating a

vehicle cannot by its nature apply to a person operating a bicycle.
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(b) A parent of a child or a guardian of a ward may not

knowingly permit the child or ward to violate this subtitle,

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995,

Sec. 551.102. GENERAL OPERATION. (a) A person operating a
bicycle shall ride only on or astride a permanent and regular seat
attached to the bicycle.

(b} A person may not use a bicycle to carry more persons than
the bicycle is designed or equipped to carry.

(cy A person operating a bicycle may not use the bicycle to
carry an object that prevents the person from operating the bicycie
with at least one hand on the handlebars of the bicycle.

(d} A person operating a bicycle, coaster, sled, or toy vehicle
or using roller skates may not attach either the person or the
bicycle, coaster, sled, toy vehicle, or roller skates to a streetcar

or vehicle on a roadway.

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.

Sec. 551.103. OPERATION ON ROADWAY. (a) Except as provided by
Subsection (b), a person operating a bicycle on a roadway who is
moving slower than the other traffic on the roadway shall ride as
near as practicable to the right curb or edge of the roadway, unless:

(1) the person is passing another vehicle moving in the
same direction;

(2) the person is preparing to turn left at an intersection
or onto a private road or driveway;

(3) a condition on or of the roadway, including a fixed or
moving object, parked or moving vehicle, pedestrian, animal, or
surface hazard prevents the person from safely riding next to the
right curb or edge of the roadway; or

(4) the person is operating a bicycle in an outside lane
that is:

{A) less than 14 feet in width and dees not have a
designated bicycle lane adjacent to that lane; or
{(B) too narrow for a bicycle and a motor vehicle to

safely travel side by side.
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(b) A person operating a bicycle on a one-way roadway with two
or more marked traffic lanes may ride as near as practicable to the
left curb or edge of the roadway.

(c) Persons operating bicycles on a roadway may ride two
abreast. Persons riding two abreast on a laned roadway shall ride in
a single lane. Persons riding two abreast may not impede the normal
and reasonable flow of traffic on the roadway. Persons may not ride
more than two abreast unless they are riding on a part of a roadway
set aside for the exclusive operation of bicycles.

(d} Repealed by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., c¢h, 1085, Sec. 13, eff.
Sept. 1, 2001.

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 1, eff., Sept. 1, 1995. Awmended
by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1085, Sec. 10, 13, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Sec, 551.104. SAFETY EQUIPMENT. {a) A person may not operate
a bicycle unless the bicycle is equipped with a brake capable of
making a braked wheel skid on dry, level, clean pavenment,

(b) A person may not operate a bicycle at nighttime unless the
bicycle is equipped with:

(1) a lamp on the frent of the bicycle that emits a white
light visible from a distance of at least 500 feet in front of the
bicycle; and

(2) oﬁ the rear of the bicycle:

() a red reflector that is:
(1) of a type approved by the department; and
(ii) visible when directly in front of lawful upper
beams of motor vehicle headlamps from all distances from 50 to 300
feet to the rear of the bicycle; or
(B) a lamp that emits a red light visible from a
distance of 500 feet Lo the rear of the bicycle.

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995. Amended
by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1085, Sec. 11, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Sec. 551.105. COMPETITIVE RACING. (a) In this section,

"bicycle" means a nonmotorized vehicle propelled by human power.
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(b) A sponsoring organization may hold a competitive bicycle
race on a public road only with the approval of the appropriate local
law enforcement agencies,

{c) The local law enforcement agencies and the sponsoring
organization may agree on safety regulations governing the movement
of bicycles during a competitive race or during training for a
competitive race, including the permission for bicycle operators to

ride abreast.

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995,

Sec. 551.106. REGUILATION OF ELECTRIC BICYCLES. {a) The
department or a local authority may not prohibit the use of an
electric bicycle on a highway that is used primarily by motor
vehicles. The department or a local authority may prohibit the use
of an electric bicycle on a highway used primarily by pedestrians.

(b) The department shall establish rules for the administration

of this section.

Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1085, Sec. 12, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

SUBCHAPTER C. ELECTRIC PERSONAL ASSISTIVE MOBILITY DEVICES

Sec. 551.201. DREFINITION. In this subchapter, "electric
personal assistive mobility device" means a two non-tandem wheeled
device designed for transporting one person that is:

{1} self-balancing; and
(2} propelled by an electric propulsion system with an

average power of 750 watts or one horsepower.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1318, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1, 2003,

Sec. 551.202. CPERATION ON ROADWAY. {a) A person may operate
an electric personal assistive mobility device on a residential
street, roadway, or public highway with a speed limit of 30 miles per

hour or less only:
(1) while making a direct crossing of a highway in a marked

or unmarked crosswalk;
(2) where no sidewalk is available; or
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(3) when so directed by a traffic control device or by a
law enforcement officer,.

(b) A person may operate an electric personal assistive
mobility device on a path set aside for the exclusive operation of
bicycles.

(c) Any person operating an electric personal assistive
mobility device on a residential street, roadway, or public highway
shall ride as close as practicable to the right-hand edge.

(d) Except as otherwise provided by this section, provisions of
this title applicable to the operation of bicycles apply to the

operation of electric personal assistive mobility devices.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1318, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1, 2003,

Sec. 551.203, SIDEWALKS. A person may operate an electric

personal assistive mobility device on a sidewalk.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1318, Sec. 5, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.

SUBCHAPTER D. NEIGHBORHOOD ELECTRIC VEHICLES

Sec. 551.301. DEFINITION. In this subchapter, "neighborhood
electric vehicle" means a vehicle that can attain a maximum speed of
35 miles per hour on a paved level surface and otherwise complies
with Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 500 (49 C.F.R. Section
571.500} .

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1320, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 2003;
Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1325, Sec. 192.07, eff. Sept, 1, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 281 (H.B. 2702), Sec. Z.86, eff. June
14, 2005,

Acts 2005, 7%th Leg., Ch. 1242 (H.B. 15%&), Sec. 2, eff. June
18, 2005,

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 722 (S.B. 129), Sec. 1, eff.
September 1, 2009.
Reenacted by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 91 (S.B. 1303), Sec.
24.014, eff. September 1, 2011.
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Sec. 551.302. REGISTRATION. The Texas Department of Motor
Vehicles may adopt rules relating to the registration and issuance of

license plates to neighborhood electric vehicles.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1320, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 2003.
Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 933 (H.B. 3097), Sec. 2I.01,
eff, September 1, 2009.

Sec, 551.303. OPERATION ON ROADWAYS. {a} A neighborhood
electric vehicle may be operated only on a street or highway for
which the posted speed limit is 45 miles per hour or less. A
neighborhood electric vehicle may cross a road or street at an
intersection where the road or street has a posted speed limit of
more than 45 miles per hour. A neighborhood electric vehicle may not
be operated on a street or highway at a speed that exceeds the lesser
of:

(1) the posted speed limit; or
(2} 35 miles per hour.

(b) A county or municipality may prohibit the operation of a
neighborhood electric vehicle on a street or highway if the governing
body of the county or municipality determines that the prohibition is
necessary in the interest of safety.

{c} The Texas Department of Transportation may prohibit the
operation of a neighborhood electric vehicle on a highway if that
department determines that the prohibition is necessary in the

interest of safety.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1320, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 2003,
bhmended by:

Acts 2009, 8ist Leg., R.S., Ch. 722 (8.B. 129%), Sec. 2, eff,
September 1, 2009.

Sec, 551.304. LIMITED CPERATION,. {a) An operator may operate
a neighborhood electric vehicle:
(1) in a master planned community:
(A} that has in place a uniform set of restrictive

covenants; and
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(B) for which a county or municipality has approved a
plat;
(2) on a public or private beach; or
(3) on a public highway for which the posted speed limit is
not more than 35 miles per hour, if the neighborhood electric vehicle
is operated:
(A} during the daytime; and
(B} not more than two miles from the location where the
neighborhood electric vehicle is usually parked and for
transportation to or from a golf course,.
(kY A person is not required to register a neighborhood

electric vehicle operated in compliance with this section.

Added by Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S8., Ch. 1135 (H.B. 2741), Sec. 94,
eff. September 1, 2013,

SUBCHAPTER E, MOTOR-ASSISTED SCOOTERS

Sec., 551.351. DREFINITIONS. In this subchapter:
(1) "Motor-assisted scooter™:
{A} means a self-propelled device with:
(i} at least two wheels in contact with the ground
during operation;
(ii) a pbraking system capable of stopping the
device under typical operating conditions;
(iii) a gas or electric motor not exceeding 40
cubic centimeters;
(iv} a deck designed to allow a person to stand or
sit while operating the device; and
{v) the ability to be propelled by human power
alone; and
(B) does not include a pocket bike or a minimotorbike.
(2) "Pocket bike or minimotorbike" means a self-propelled
vehicle that is equipped with an electric motor or internal
combustion engine having a piston displacement of less than 50 cubic
centimeters, is designed to propel itself with not more than two
wheels in contact with the ground, has a seat or saddle for the use

of the operator, is not designed for use on a highway, and is
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ineligible for a certificate of title under Chapter 501. The term
does not include:

{A) a moped or motorcycle;

(B} an electric bicycle or motor-driven cycle, as
defined by Section 541.201;

(C) a moteorized mobility device, as defined by Section
542.009;

(D) an electric personal assistive mobility device, as
defined by Section 551.201; or

(E) a neighborhood electric vehicle, as defined by

Section 551,301.

Added by Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1242 (H.B. 1596), Sec. 3, eff.
June 18, 2005.
Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 91 (S.B. 1303}, Sec. 24.015,
eff. September 1, 2011.

Sec. 551.352. OPERATION ON ROADWAYS OR SIDEWALKS. {a) A
motor-assisted scooter may be operated only on a street or highway
for which the posted speed limit is 35 miles per hour or less. The
motor-assisted scooter may cross a road or street at an intersection
where the road or street has a posted speed limit of more than 35
miles per hour.

{(b) A county or municipality may prohibit the operation of a
motor-assisted scooter on a street, highway, or sidewalk if the
governing body of the county or municipality determines that the
prohibition is necessary in the interest of safety.

(c) The department may prohibit the operation of a motor-
assisted scooter on a highway if it determines that the prohibition
is necessary in the interest of safety.

(d) A person may operate a motor-assisted scooter on a path set
aside for the exclusive operation of bicycles or on a sidewalk.
Except as otherwise provided by this secticon, a provision of this
title applicable to the operation of a bicycle applies to the
operation of a motor-assisted scooter,

(e) A provision of this title applicable to a motor vehicle

does not apply to a motor-assisted scooter.
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Added by Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1242 (H.B. 159%6), Sec. 3, eff.
June 18, 2005.

Sec, 551.353. APPLICATION OF SUBCHAPTER TO POCKET BIKE OR
MINIMOTORBIKE. This subchapter may not be construed to authorize the
operation of a pocket bike or minimotorbike on any:

(1) highway, road, or street;
(2) path set aside for the exclusive operation of bicycles;

or
(3) sidewalk.

Transferred and redesignated from Transportation Code, Section
551.304 by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 81 (8.B. 1303), Sec.
27.001(64}, eff. September 1, 2011.

SUBCHAPTER F. GOLF CARTS AND UTILITY VEHICLES

Sec, 551.401. DEFINITIONS. In this subchapter:
(1) "Golf cart"™ and "public highway" have the meanings

assigned by Section 502.001.
(2) "Utility vehicle" means a motor vehicle that is not a

golf cart or lawn mower and is:
(A) equipped with side-by-side secating for the use ol

the operator and a passenger;
{(B) designed to propel itself with at least four tires

in contact with the ground;
(C}) designed by the manufacturer for off-highway use

only; and
(D} designed by the manufacturer primarily for utility

work and not for recreational purposes.

Added by Acts 2009, 8lst Leg., R.S., Ch. 1136 (H.B. 2553), Sec. 10,
eff. September 1, 2009.

Amended by:
Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch., 1296 (H.B. 2357), Sec., 239, eff.

January 1, 2012,

Sec., 551.402. REGISTRATION NOT AUTHORIZED. (a) The Texas

Department of Motor Vehicles may not register a golf cart for
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operation on a public highway regardless of whether any alteration
has been made to the golf cart.

(b} The Texas Department of Motor Vehicles may issue license
plates for a golf cart as authorized by Subsection ({(c).

(c) The Texas Department of Motor Vehicles shall by rule
establish a procedure to issue the license plates to be used for
operation in accordance with Sections 551.403 and 551.404.

{(d) The Texas Department of Motor Vehicles may charge a fee not

to exceed 510 for the cost of the license plate.

Added by Acts 2009, 8lst Leg., R.S., Ch. 1136 (H.B. Z553), Sec. 10,
eff. September 1, 2009,
Amended by:

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 877 (H.B. 71%), Sec. 1, eff.
June 14, 2013.

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1135 (H.B. 2741), Sec. 95, eff,
September 1, 2013.

Sec. 551.403. LIMITED OPERATION. {(a} An operator may operate
a golf cart:
(1) in a master planned community:
(A) that has in place a uniform set of restrictive
covenants; and
(B) £for which a county or municipality has approved a
plat;
(2) on a public or private beach; or
(3) on a public highway for which the posted speed limit is
not more than 35 miles per hour, if the golf cart is operated:
(A) during the daytime; and
(B) not more than two miles from the location where the
golf cart is usually parked and for transportation to or from a golf
course,

(b} The Texas Department of Transportation or a county or
municipality may prohibit the operation of a golf cart on a public
highway if the department or the governing body of the county or
municipality determines that the prohibition is necessary in the

interest of safety.
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Added by Acts 2009, 8ist Leg., R.S., Ch. 1136 (H.B. 2%53), Sec. 10,
eff. September 1, 2009,

Sec. 551.404., OPERATION IN MUNICIPALITIES AND CERTAIN COUNTIES.
(a) In addition to the operation authorized by Section 551.403, the
governing body of a municipality may allow an ocoperator to operate a
golf cart on all or part of a public highway that:

{1) is in the corporate boundaries of the municipality; and

(2) has a posted speed limit of not more than 35 miles per
hour.

(a-1) In addition to the operation authorized by Section
551,403, the commissioners court of a county described by Subsection
(a=-2) may allow an operator to operate a golf cart or utility vehicle
on ali or part of a public highway that:

(1) is located in the unincorporated area of the county;
and

{(2) has a speed limit of not more than 35 miles per hour.

(a—2) Subsection (a-1) applies only to a county that:

(1) borders or contains a portion of the Red River;

(2) borders or contains a portion of the Guadalupe River
and contains a part of a barrier island that borders the Gulf of
Mexico; or

(3) 1is adjacent to a county described by Subdivision (2)
and:

(A) has a population of less than 30,000; and
(B) contains a part of a barrier island that borders
the Gulf of Mexico.

(b) A golf cart or utility vehicle operated under this section
must have the following egquipment:

{1) headlamps;

(2) taillamps;

{3} reflectors;

(4) parking brake; and

(5) mirrors.

Added by Acts 2009, 8lst Leg., R.S., Ch. 1136 (H.B. 2553), Sec. 10,
eff. September 1, 2009,
Amended by:
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Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1296 (H.B. 2357), Sec. 240, eff,
January 1, 2012,

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 1296 (H.B. 2357), Sec. 241, eff.
January 1, 2012,

Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 877 (H.B. 719%), Sec. 2, eff.
June 14, 2013.

Sec. 551.405. CROSSING CERTAIN ROADWAYS., A golf cart may cross
intersections, including a road or street that has a posted speed

limit of more than 35 miles per hour.

Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1136 (H.B. 2553), Sec. 10,
eff. September 1, 2009,
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SUBCHAPTER B, GENERAL LICENSE REQUIREMENTS

Sec. 521.021. LICENSE REQUIRED. A person, other than a person
expressly exempted under this chapter, may not operate a motor
vehicle on a highway in this state unless the person holds a driver's

license issued under this chapter.

Acts 1995, 74th Leqg., ch. 165, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995,

Sec. 521.022., RESTRICTIONS ON OPERATORS OF CERTATN SCHOOL
BUSES. {a) A person under 18 years of age may not operate a school
bus for the transportation of students.

{(b) A person who is 18 years of age or older may not operate a
school bus unless the person holds an appropriate class of driver's
license for the vehicle being operated.

(c} A person may not operate a school bus for the
transportation of students unless the person meets the mental and
physical capabiliity requirements the department establishes by rule
and has passed an examination approved by the department to determine
the person's mental and physical capabilities to operate a school bus
safely. A physician, advanced practice nurse, or physician assistant
may conduct the examination. An ophthalmologist, optometrist, or
therapeutic optometrist may conduct the part of the examination
relating to the person's vision. Each school bus operator must pass
the examination annually.

{(d) A person may not operate a school bus for the
transportation of students unless the person's driving record is
acceptable according to minimum standards adopted by the department.
A check of the person's driving record shall be made with the
department annuvally. The minimum standards adopted by the department
must provide that a person's driving record is not acceptable if the
person has been convicted of an offense under Section 49.04, 49.045,
49.07, or 49,08, Penal Code, within the 10-year period preceding the
date of the chec¢k of the person's driving record.

(e} A person may not operate a scheool bus for the
transportation of students unless the person is certified in school
bus safety education or has enrolled in a school bus safety education

class under provisions adopted by the department. Effective on the
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date and under provisions determined by the department, a school bus
operator must hold a card that states that the operator is enrolled
in or has completed a driver training course approved by the
department in school bus safety education. The card is valid for
three years.

(f) Before a person is employed to operate a school bus to
transport students, the employer must obtain a criminal history
record check. A school district, school, service center, or shared
services arrangement, or a commercial transportation company under
contract with a school district, that obtains information that a
person has been convicted of a felony or misdemeanor involving moral
turpitude may not employ the person to drive a school bus on which
students are transported unless the employment is approved by the
board of trustees of the school district or the board's designee.

{(g) This section does not affect the right of an otherwise
qualified person with a hearing disability to be licensed, certified,
and employed as a bus operator for vehicles used to transport
hearing—impaired students.

{(h) This section does not apply to the operation of a vehnicle
owned by a public institution of higher education to transport
students of a school district that operates within that institution
if:

(1) the person operating the vehicle is approved by the
institution to operate the vehicle; and

(2) the transportation is for a special event, 1ncluding a
field trip.

{i} For purposes of this section, "school hus" includes a

school activity bus as defined by Section 541.201.

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 1, eff, Sept. 1, 1995. Amended
by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., c¢h. 165, Sec., 30.73(a}, (b), eff. Sept. 1,
1997; Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 1438, Sec. 7, eff. Sept. 1, 1997;
Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 663, Sec. 3, eff. June 18, 1998%; Acts
1999, 76th Leg., ch. 786, Sec. 1, eff. June 18, 1999,
Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.8., Ch. 923 (H.B. 31%0), Sec. 1, eff,
September 1, 2007.
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Sec. 521,023, JUNIOR COLLEGE BUSES. {(a} A person who is 18
years of age or older and who is licensed by the department to
operate a motor vehicle as a school bus may operate the motor vehicle
for the transportation of junior college students and employees to
and from school or official school activities.

(b) A school bus operated by a junior college may also be used
to transport public school students if it is convenient. If students
of a local public school district are transported to and from school
on a bus operated by a junior college and the operator is under 21
vears of age, the selection of the operator must be approved by the
principal of the public school whose students are transported on that
bus.

{(c) This section does not apply to the operator of a vehicle

operated under a registration certificate issued under Chapter 643.

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 1, eff., Sept. 1, 1895. Amended
by Acts 1997, 75th Teg., ch. 165, Sec. 30.74, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 521.024., RESTRICTIONS ON CERTAIN COMMON CARRIERS. {a) A
person under 18 years of age may not operate a motor vehicle while
that vehicle is in use as a public or common carrier of persons
unless the person is licensed to operate the vehicle.

(b) A person may not operate a taxicab unless the person is at

least 18 years of age.

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 1, eff, Sept. 1, 1995,

Sec. 521.025. LICENSE TO BE CARRIED AND EXHIBITED ON DEMAND;
CRIMINAL PENALTY. (&) A person required to hold a license under
Section 521.021 shall:

(1) have in the person's possession while operating a moctor
vehicle the class of driver's license appropriate for the type of

vehicle operated; and
(2) display the license on the demand of a magistrate,

court officer, or peace officer.
(b} A peace officer may stop and detain a person operating a
motor vehicle to determine 1f the person has a driver's license as

required by this section.
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{(c¢) A person who violates this section commits an offense. An
offense under this subsection is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine
not to exceed 5200, except that:

(1) for a second conviction within one year after the date
of the first conviction, the offense is a misdemeanor punishable by a
fine of not less than $25 or more than $200;

(2) for a third or subsequent conviction within one year
after the date of the second conviction the offense is a misdemeanor
punishable by:

(A) a fine of not less than $25 or more than $500;

(B) confinement in the county jail for not less than 72
hours or more than six months; or

(C) both the fine and confinement; and

{(3) 1if it is shown on the trial of the offense that at the
time of the offense the person was coperating the motor vehicle in
violation of Section 601,191 and caused or was at fault in a motor
vehicle accident thabt resulted in serious bodily injury to or the
death of another person, an offense under this section is a Class A
misdemeanor.

{d) It is a defense to prosecution under this section if the
person charged produces in court a driver's license:

{1) issued to that person;

{2) appropriate for the type of vehicle operated; and

{3) walid at the time of the arrest for the offense.

(e} The judge of each court shall report promptly to the
department each conviction obtained in the court under this section.

(f) The court may assess a defendant an administrative fee not
to exceed $10 if a charge under this secticn is dismissed because of

the defense listed under Subsection {d).

Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995,

Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1027 {(H.B. 1623), Sec. 4, eff.
September 1, 2007,

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.5., Ch. 195 {5.B. 1608), Sec. 1, eff.
Septenber 1, 2011,
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